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To be held at
Dudley Museum and Art Gallery

l3th to 15'h October 2000
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(Sir Roderick Murchison speaking during a lecture in Dark Cavern. beneath Castle Hill. Dudley. September
r8l9)

The HOGG Autumn meeting rvill tre held in the Black Countr_\' in the year that the Black Country
Geological Societl (BCGS) is celebrating its 256 anniversan. Mernbers of the BCGS will be invited to
join our meeting. as rvill members of the local group of the Geological Society. The meeting itself rvill be
held on Sanrday & Sunday (1.16-l-i6 October; but an event ri'ill be provided for those members rvho wish
to travel to Dudlev on Fridav l3u October.

Editor: Peter Tilndl'. Departrnent of Mineralogy. The Natuml History Museurn. Cromrvell
SW7 5BD (tel. 020-79.t2-50'76'. fa.r 020-79.t2-55-j7: e-rnail pt'7r nhnr.ac.uk)



Programme:

Friday l3th October

18.30 -21.30 Infonnal gathering at Dudley Museum for HOGG members travelling to Dudley on Friday.
In addition to viewing the geological gallery. there will be an opportunity to see other items
from the Dudley collection including rype and figured Silurian specimens.

Saturday 14'h October:

10.00 - 10.30 Registration & coffee
10.30 - 1035 Welcome and housekeeping items
10.35 - 12.35 Papers on the Dudley theme
12.35 - 14.00 Buffet lunch in the museum (sponsored by BCGS)

Informal viewing of the Dudley collection
Possible poster displavs

14.00- 16.00 Papers on the Dudley theme to include:
Alan Cutler: Dudley and Midland geological Societies 1842-1901
Paul Srnith : Holcroft & Ketley - major collectors in the last century
Hugh Torrens: James Rvan of Dudley
Gralurn Worton: The Sandrvell Park sinking
Colin Klipe: Henry Johnson's diaries

16.00-16.30 Tea
1630.- 17.00 Travel to Dudley' Canal Trust embarkation point at the Black Countr_v Museum
17.30 - I8.30 Excursion bv narrow boat into the caverns beneath Castle Hill (possibly a short talk on

Murchison & Dudley)
Cost for this excursion t5

A Note on Dudley's Canals: (frorn the Black Country Museum'web page)

Canals were the lifeline of Black Country industry in the 19th and early 20th centuries. Here the
canal boats show how cargoes would have been carried to and from the ironworks in the area.
The canaltunnels under the limestone hills in the area are some of the longest in the country.
The horses that drew the narrow boats could not go into the tunnels so that boats had to be
legged through, which was pretty tiring work, even for the fittest person
Electric narrow boats, operated by the Dudley Canal Trust, take you into spectacular limestone
caverns under Castle Hill. Find out what "legging" is and how to do itl

19.00 Return to Dudley (there rvill be no formal rneeting dinner)

Sunday l5'h October:

10.00 - 13.00 Field excursion to the Wren's Nest National Nan:re Reserve. Dudley (source of many
Dudley fossils found in Museums around the rvorld)

13.00 Depart

Accommodation: Special terms have been arranged with the Ward Arms Hotel. Birmingham Road.
Dudley. At a cost of f35lroom (twins. singles etc) per night for Friday and/ or Saturday nights. This is a .t-
crown hotel . and all rooms have en-suite facilities. Mention the Geoloeical Society when bookinq.
Directions: on A461. At M5 junction 2 lst left at roundabout. then 3rd exit from next roundabout, proceed
for 1.5m. Take lst exit at 3'o roundabout. hotel is 500 yds on left.
Telephone: 01384 458070 : Facsimile: 01384 457502



e-mail:.L_1-3_5_6_6--1--3_6.Q_@.-E_o.-mp_u-s..e_!:y.e..-eem

WardArms Hotel, Dudley

It will be very helpful if rnembers anticipating atteuding the meeting will let the convenor (Dr,A.J.Martin)
know at tltis stage so that some idea of numbers ciur be ascertained for plaruung purposes.

Convenor: Dr A.J.Martin, Secretary IIOGG, Thc Halt, Roudhtm, East Harling, Nortblk NRl6.2RL
or lax 01953-717111
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For those who rvould rvish to combine a little lustory of geology rvith a taste of local produce. 1,ou may like
to !ry and find time to visit the famous Crooked House. rvhich lqrns at a craz)-- angle (even before tasting



the produce!) due to coal rnirung subsidence. You could also do things that might have astonished Sir Isaac
New'ton. by rvatching a steel b:rll apparentlv deft gravity and roll uphill along the bar (do this BEFORE
tastrng the produce.....)

Dudlev's'famous sons'.....
Some fttntotrs sons of Dttdlo include Lennv Henn'(actor. singer. conredian). Duncan Edrvards
(Mirnchester Urilted footballer of the 195()s). md in ti[res further back. Dud Dudley. He was an.ironmasrer.
born in 1599. the +d'of I I cluldren (rnostly' illegitiilrate). He spent rnuch tirne in his father,s iron rvorks, and
learnt rnuch. Thc lue-r n'as krtorvn for its suull scale ironrvorki. rmking especially nails. but lacked the
natural resources until coal rvns discovered in searns up to l0 feet r}ick. with 4 feet ofironstone directlv
beneatll and limestone nearb1,. As Dud said :

"lt i.s as rf (iod had tlecreed the time when ontl hov, these smiths.shoultl be :;uppliecl, and this islanel also,
tvith iron' and rnost especiall.v that this cole ontl ironstone .rhoukl give thefirit and just occasionfor the
invention oJ'strte lting iron with pit-cole :',

... and the next HOGG meeting

The next HOGG lneeting is scheduled for Mar/June 2(X) I
therne ol

(exact date to be specified). and tvill be on the

" 150 Years of the Geological Museum"

A rneeting to celebrate that crorvtring glorv of an heroic age of English geologr'. the Museum of practical
Geologl'- rvhich opened on l2 Mav I 85 I . Illustraung the ptrenornarat rvealth denved from tlte country,s
econornic geologl'- the tnttseum also said tnuch ttbout the intellectual achievernents of the previous decades
and the people rl ho t'ere involved. Murchison vorved the Geological Societl, rvould presen,e and protect it
at all costs as tlte great tnonulnent to that age. This meeting t'ill trace the lilstorv'andlustoric conterl of the
museuln over the last 1,50 r'ears.

Offers of papers are most welcome. Please email suggestions to Simon Knell at sjk8(rDleicester.ac.uk or
mail hirn at the Departrnent of Museum Snrdies. Unil'ersih of Leicester. 105 princess Road East Leicester

-1

LEIILG (0tt6 2s2396i or fax 0l 16 2523960).



"Celebrating the Age of the Earth"

The William Smith Millennium Meeting

Ce lcllrating thc Ase of the Earth. Gcologic:rl Societv of London. June 29 2(X)0
Bltck: Jolur Callornlut. Patrick Wvse Jackson. Ken Tavlor. Martin Rudrvick

Rou' l: M:rrtin Rees. Stephen Moorbath. Jolur Fullcr. Ezio Vaccari.
Rou 2: Atrbro Matnniug. Ger:rld Fricduran. Chns Stringer. Joe Burchfield.

Frortt. Riclurd Wildrng. Stephen Brush. G. J. Wasserburg. Al Hoftuam. Chern'Lclis
The william Smith vleeting 2000 - A milestone for HOGG

Tlte tuulr Ineetings that the Histon'of Geologr Group has orgmised since its inception in 199.1 5ar.,e
covered rt rvide riurge of sublect rnatter. but we would not be guiltr of the Sin of Pride if rve blew our ol\,n
trumpet a little on our last effort - "Celebmtiug the age of the Eart.5" Those *.ho rvere unable to attend tlus
just did not know ulurt thev *ere rnissing.

As I indicated in rnv onn short introduction to the proceedings. it \\,as. as it *,as planned to be. a tnill
interdisciplinan' occasion. tt begm rvitlr an excellent operung Kelnote Address frorn a biologist. prot-essor
Aubrer Malung and cttded utth a tbnyard looking closing Kevuote Address frorn t.lte Astronomer Ro_v-.al.
Sir lvlanin Rees. uith coutnbutious on the ua1' tiorn rn:un other knou,ledgeable e\perts in otirer tyqrs of
Eart-h science: Science Histon. Geophlsics. Geochernistn. Pulaeontologl'. and Stratigraphv All
contributed to dclitteating a fascinating Histon' of Geoclrronologr. Professor Hugh Torrensi Williarn Srnith
Lecture on the tirst eveuing rvas a vital and essential part of that histon.

The field trip w'hich Hugh Torrens and Jolur Fuller jointh organised ald led on the third dav w,as rvell
done ald provided just tlte r en thing to round off the proceedings. We did not visit all of the plarmed sites.
but the occasion provided l verv usefrrl *,indorv on wealden geologv and its history.

We ltave to be extretneh grateful to Dr Chern'Lervis nho. as the conl,enor of this rneeting. is now co-
editing the book to be based on the proceedings. lr'hich is to be published bv the Gelogical S6cietv,s
Publishing House as earll'as possible in 20()1. This *,ill nor onlv re-mn all or rnost of ihe svmposium,s



lectures but should include some new material not originally covered, for in a mere two days rve were

;tr1[j:t:j;01;vervttring 
that could have been inctraea. we hope'that the publisning riour. is going to

This meeting has set a very high standard for all our future efforts at digging up the past. These asalways depend a Sreat deal on ourHoGG members. The HoGG committee wants as much input from themembership as possible' For our next AGM, which is due to be held aiour forthcoming regional meeting atDudley, west Midlands in october, we sincerely_hope that 
^r 

*r"v p*ple as possible will do their best tobe present and active in encouraging our efforts. Paper notices *ili6irl* in due course.

Richard Wilding (HOGG. Chairman)

...and a few of the other comments received:

Dear Cherry,

ll:lly*.rote ro sal ttrank you VERY much for organizing such an

'nlp-tllg: fnendly and generally fantastic conference. As an iitroduction
to HOGG I don't berieve there could be anything grander - and it rvas apleasure to meet so many monarchs of the field. you included. My ;i;.
Anne sends her thanks as well. and we,re looking fonvard il;;dy;;
tfenext HOGG meeting. Trranks again and congrat,rations on rhe rvhole
uung.

best tvishes

R.rlph (O'Connor)

" The best scientific rneeting I luve ever been to,,
'One of the best meetings I have had tlte privilege of attending,,

" Absolutelv first class,,
,, A rvonderfrrl rneeting,,

" A verv good conference,'
"^Enjo-ved the proceedings and field trip immenselv,,

One.of.the best-prepared rneeiings I can recall _ ,*ri.r;oyoUl.,,
" The papers should be published for further reference,," I greatlv look fonvard to the conference volume,,

For those who were unable to attend this once in a rnillennitun rneeting. there rvill be a Geological Societyspecial Publication which it is hoped rvill irrcIude prpers frorn aI ttre ipear<ers. plus another 5 of relevaniervho rvere not able to attend. oneof these is Ian Plimer. Australian geologist rvho took the creationists to
nd of ne.rt l.ear.

HOGG Annual General Meeting
CALL FOR NOMINATIONS.

; i;}?j93,ffffi#*e aunrmn of 2000 (date to be specified). Nominarions are required for posirions

The current Executive post-holders are:
Chairman -- Richard Wilding
Secretary' -- John Martin



Treasurer -- John Fuller
Nervsletter Editor -- Peter Tandy

The current Ordinarv rnembers are:
Simon Knell
Martin Rudwick
Cherry Lervis
Stuart Baldrvin

The Chainnan. Richard Wilding. Ius reaclted the end of his term of office and cannot be re-elected as
Chairman rvithin 12 rnonths. The Secretary. John Martin. wishes to step down. All the remaining
committee members' except Cherry Lewis and Stuart Baldwin, have also reached the end of their term of
offrce. but they rernain eligible for election to any of the vacant posts.

Fully paid-up members are therefore invited to submit nominations for Chairman. Secretary. Treasurer and
Newsletter Editor. plus two ordinary Cornrnittee positions. Total nominations in any one submission rnust
not exceed six names ard each fully paid-up mernber is allowed one submission oriy.

New Committee lnelnbers will be expected to serve for 3 years frorn the lst. Janua{v 2001.

Norninations should be sent to the Secreta4'. John Martin at The Hall. Roudham. East Harling, NorfolkNRl6 2RL: fa.x 01953 j17lll or e-rn;ril: martin_aconite(ri)appleonline.net These should be received bl,the Secretan no later than Frid:ry l5th Septernber 2000.

HOGG Treasurer Honoured

John Fuller (right) being presented rvith an AAPG Certrficate of Merit by Steven Veal. It was awarded for
his rvork on the history of geologv and his efforts for the displays at the AApG National Conventions in
Denver 199-t zurd Dallas 1996. along with the williarn Smith poster and booklet.



AAPG Merit awards tue not done via the usual urethod. They corne via the AAPG Executive Committee
and zue mainly sponsored by the AAPG President rvho authorizes their issuance. They are not a required
AAPG yearly award:rnd ferv lnve tltem.

HOGG rvould like to send its congratulations to Jolur on this meritorious achievement.

i,1)rr/1,, q.Jvrz.t t t.) / 1n'/

EarthVisions.net is an ongoing collaborative prosopographical project devoted to cornpiling and
facilitating the exchange of bibliographical and biographical infonnation about Theories of the Earth and
participants in the seventeenth- and eighteenth-century Theory of the Earth tradition. The website fonnat is
superior to a printed bibliography or encyclopedia because EarthVisions.net offers flexible searching
capabilities :rnd navigation with hyperlinks. and rvill be continually revised to keep abreast of current
publications.
To date. entries for two hundred partici;lants in the Theories of the Earth tradition are being re.:rdied for
tle rvebsite. tnost of rvhose rvorks are found in the Historr of Scicncc Collcclions ol'thc Uuircrsit-r o[
Oklahortra or tlte Rarc Books collcction ol thc' Liuda Hirll Libr:rn irr Karrsas Citv. http://r,lrrl-
lib.otr. cdtvdcpt s/hist sc/

TOWARD A NEW EUROPEAI\,I JOURAIAL FOR THE HISTORY OF
GEOLOGICAL SCIEAICES

Europe can be proud to luve been the birthplace of Geologl and is lortturate to have a great rvealth of
archival rnaterial relating to the geosciences. Correspondingh. there is an obligation on the part of the
European geological cornrnuniq' to lnaintain iurd sustain its unrivalled heritage. For this reaso[ supported
by INHIGEO. a proposal to establish a European Journal for the f{istorv of Geological ,\ciences was
recentlv put fonvard (l99tl) and discussed at an INHIGEO business rneeting in 1999. The project is
tnanaged for the tirne being bl a provisional Steering Courmittee. rvhich includes representatives of the
National Conunittees or Groups frorn f,rve countries: Frurce. Gennanl. Britain. Italy.. and Spain. together
rvith the President utd Secretarv general of INHIGEO. This Steering Corrunittee norv needs to organise a
pre-sttbscription carnpaigrt. in order to ascertain rvhether such a joumal rvill in fact be financialll, r,iable.

Prelitninar,v' cottsultation iunorrgst the European INHIGEO nrernbers has already allowed us to
establish the general outline ofsuch a project:

lo The Journal should be independent ofanv socierl,.

2o The National Committees or Groups on the Histon of Geological Sciences should have
representative rnernbers on the Editorial Board.

3o Tlte provisional Steering Committee rvill be dissolved as soon as a decision is reached to bring
out (or not) the first issue of the Journal. rvhich rvill be rvhen dre minimum nunber of subscribers needed
to make arc Journal viable is reached. (This nurnber is estirnated to be about 200)

'lo Our intention is to publish annually trvo 128-page issues (A-$ size), compatible rvith ttre high-
qualiry reproduction of black-and-white figures and plates (line drarvings and photographs). The
publication oftlte first issue is expected in the second halfof200l. The proposed first annual subscription
is 25 Euros. as the first volume is intended to hal,e onlv one 128-page issue.

5o Tlte European Journal is to be rnultilingual. Nevertheless. it is necessary to avoid the use of too
manv languages. so that readers rvho rue able to read only one foreign languge rnay have access to a



lnajoritv of papers in cr,ery issue. For this reason. tlrree m:rin ltmguages rvill be recornrnended: Englislr.
French. and Gcnttan. Horvcvcr. papers in ltaliur and Spanish mav- be accepted in certain cases.

(ro lrt ordcr to rcduce ovcrlap rvith the funericiur periodical Earth ,\cience,s History. the new
European,lol"nallvillbe prirnarily open to papers dealing rvith European topics-the history of European
earth sciences: the activities of European geologists rvorldrvide: plulosophical studies relating to
developtnents in the geosciences: issucs in the historiographv of geology: and rnafters relatingto geologica.l
rchives. rnuseuurs urd institutions in Europe.

Tltese ue our objectives. But success rvill only be possible if lve find a suffrcient nurnber of
subscribers. If y'ou sltare our opinion that it is rvorth going ahead rvith this venture, and if you would rvish
to subscribe. please join us AS soon as possible. eit"her bv w'riting a letter. or by sending me an E-rnail
rnessage.

We look fonvard to )'our support in rvlnt rve believe to be an irnportant initiatrve in the
development of studies in the historv of the earth sciences.

Jean GAIIDANT (for the Steenng Cornmittee)
17. rue du Docteur Magnan

F-75013 PARIS (Frurce)
E - rnail : Sit_!d,r_U11i.ip_gB j q:.:i stu,! L

...for your bookshelf ?
"'l'|rc Histutr|of thc Eurth Scicnces in Surinumc". Eds Th. E. Wong. D.R. de \rletter. L.Crook. J.l.S.
Zontteveld lurd A J vlut Loon. Pub: Roval Nethcrlluds Arts iurd Sciences. funsterdarn.

At llrst glance tlte rcadcr nilght be fbrgiven lor thinking. "is there a history of the earth sciences in
Surinzurte'l" Tlte iutsuer is lke the earth sciences thernse h es. Jr,rst as all places have their geologv so all
placcs havc thcir histon'. The liston in questiou covcrs rnainlv the rvork carried out in fte Surinarne during
the first sevelln-fir'e teurs of Ihis cennrn brrt oltcn discusses rvork up to the present decade. This is
tltorougltlt dottc lutd iulv prcsent dav rrorker in Surinrune or its adjacent territories can fully appreciate hou
iurd rvln' thc prcscrlt understlurding of the lrea has bcen reached.

Ra(.her than dell rvith the histor-r of the geological u ork in au overall sequential lnanner each chapter deals
u'ith a particular topic. In the first section of the book the clnpters discuss the delelopment of
inl'esttgatiorts into drtferiug ea.nh science drsciplines e.g. dating he cnstalline rocks. geomorpholog_v.
isotope geocltrortologf iutd so on. The second part lnd indrvidual chapters on the e.\ploration iurd
explortat.ion o[r'arious Iuiueral resources and pu1 tlrree concludes *ith the scientific infrastn:cture olthe
coulltr-\'. Eaclt chapter lus a very rdequate bibliographr :urd the book concludes rvith a frrll bibliograph_v- for
the countn lnd I geological rnap at l: I.5000.000

The book comprises ahuost cntireh u'ork done in the 20th centun' for Lhe sintple reason that
belore 1900 tlterc rvas littlc geoloeical *ork to studr'. However. this highlights the need. so often
overlooked. of recording urd reporting on receut lurd current events. for such records rnust be the tnost
inlbrrtttttrr e thet ffe cr er likeh to e\ist for the use of future uorkers. With little histor,r' to record prior to
1900 onlr I feu plges are devoted to tlis earll period. As the senrch for El Doracio spread to the Guianas
in tlte lti'h lutd carlv l7'l'centuries. rhe intenoiof Surinlune began to be explored. but rvith litt.le scientific
aculnell. Expioratton activities gathered speed in the l9d'centun,rrnd British readers rnav be interested to
read of Barrington Brou'n explonng and nnpping the border countn' bettveen what rvas ttren British &
Dutch Guiiura in the I870s. He is a l9d'centun geologist norv largelv forgotten wtro could rvell provide irn
interesting character to research fbr his lifetirne devoted to geological exploration in South America.

To tlte historiiur the book provides a thoroughlv documented studl,of the care rvith rvluch the
colonising cottntries organised burgeoning l9d' - early 20n centut-r, science to evaluate and exploit the
potential natuntl rvealth of their colonies. Horvever because rnanv of the snrdies are relatively recently
completed rttost chapters are of interest not onll' to the geologicll historian but also to current geologists.



Students of South Aurerica urd the tropics geuerallv should not be put off by the word 'history' in the book
title. Thus for evunple. tlte chaptcr on geourorphology is of interest to those investigating tropicrl
weatltering and denudation levels rvltich studies link closely rvith studies of the Soil Suney rvhich lead to
the pract.icll use of assessing lmd-use potential.

In srutunary t.lte Corumission for the History of Earth Sciences of the Roval Netherlands Academy
of Arts and Sciences is to be cougnttulated in having the rvill to publish this e.rcellent and e.ffective account
of the gro* tlt iutd developlttent of the carth sciences in Surinarne. rvhich not only records the present state
ofgeological knorvledge oftlte countrv but also horv it grerv developed and. rvhere possible. was used.

John Martin

" Gideon Mantell and the Discovery of Dinosaurs" Deuils R Deim. (Pub: Carnbridge University press)

Dennis Dem is well known to historians of
Geologf in tlus country as rvell as in the United
States. Most of us have found hirn to be a fascinating

and w'ell-infonned lecturer. Here he lns produced
u'hat is sureh'the nlost scholarly and courplcte
biograpln of a pioneering and importart
palaeontologist \vho rvas also a dinosaur hunter imd

discovercr. even before lhe term 'dinosaur' lud been
invented br Richard Orven

Gideon lvlurtell \r'as the tirst to estabtish tlut im
Age ol Rcptiles preceded the Age of Mantnuls iutd
devoted rnuch tiure to restoring the appear:mce of
tiresc extinct cre:ltures. His irrst dinosaur discoven.
'iguurodon' uas onlr, the second of these
lrchaeosaurs to be found urd the hrst phnt eater of
the species. Its appeamnce has been modified since it
\\'as reconstnrcted. but histon. rnust be grateful for his
earh attenlpt lo put flesll on the bones. In addition. he
discor cred seven other dinosaurs.

Hc produced works on the geologl, of Sussex.
rvhere he livcd zurd rvorked. on the fossils of the South
Douns. lunongst other rvritings. iurd corresponded

uith urost o[the *ell known geologisrts of his tirne.
including that earh ladl geologist and fossil collector.

itltponattce in elucidating part of our geological past represented in the rocks of South East England. Deur
lus perfornted a great sen'ice in unting tiris fascinating biographl . rvhich involr,ed some useful research
arnong sonrc lilurost forgotten nnterial in Neu Zealand.

fuchard Wiidine

"I'he First Fossil Huntars: Palaeontologf in Greek& Ronton fintes". Adrienne Maver. Pub: princeton
Universin Press. Spring 2()0t).

Tlte arlcient Greeks knerv tltat luruuur beings rrere not the first inlubitiurts of the Mediterrauear rvorld.
classical mrths painted a picture of primeval giants. rnonsters. and lncestral heroes rvho flounshed and died
out \\ hile ntountaitts uere still being fonned. For proof. aucient Greek and rornan rvriters pointed to the
enonllous bones that continuiillv emerged from the earth. ln thct. the fossil rernains of long-extinct
preltistoric creatures lie buried all around the lutds knou n ro the ancients. Todal,. palaeontologists are
bringing to tight riclt deposits of the dinos:rurs. rmstodons. rnalunoths and other strange and colossal
creatures that roiuued Eurasia iurd Nonh Africa uullions of velrs ago.

lo1



But rnodcm scientists are uot the first fossil hunters in these luds. This book explores the earliest
lustory oI humiur encouuters rvith liuge vertebrate fossil rernains frorn the Mediternurean basin to the
Himala-v-as. Beginning rvith the age of Honrer and urtil the e nd of the Rornan Ernpire, tlte ancient people

collected. rneasured. trnd recorded the gigantic bones of extinct crerftues. Adrierure Mayor demonstrates
that fossil rclics rvere displayed in Greek telnples lurd Romau lnuseulns. She documeuts the first attempts to
reconstnlct the appearurce of prehistoric creatrres iurd to explain tlteir extinction. "We sailed to the island
to vierv 1'et nnother giiurt skeletou revealed by an earthquilke " lvrote Philostratus in about AD2 18. "The
bones rvere completelv shaken out of their proper position. the backbone was in pieces. and the ribs were
rvrenched au'av frorn the verlebrae. But as I exarnined tlte entire skeleton and each individual bone. I got an

irnpression of terri$ing size..."
Long thought to be rnere fantaw. the renmrkably detailed irnd perceptive Greek & Rornan accounts of

giant bone finds rvere based on solid palaeontological facts. By'reading these neglected ancient nnrratives
for the first tiure in the light of recent and e.rciting discoveries by modern palaeontologists and ancient
uchaeologists. Adrienne Mayor illuninates a lost rvorld of tossil exploration.

(Adncnne Maror. via Stuut Baldrvin)

A recent paper on Charles Moore of Bath, and a correction

Chorles fuIoore (l8ll-I8lll), Somerset Geologist. Copp C.J.T.. Tavlor M.A.. and Tluckral'J.C... 2(X)0

Proceedings of the Sonrerset Archaeologic:rl and Natru:rl History Societl' l-10. I--16. [also relevant to the
Ro1'al Liter:u1 urd Scientific Institution. Bathl

Charle s Moorc ( I 9 I +- I titi I ) is the classic Victorian orrlatcur gcologist. His fossil collection is perhaps lhe
hnest o'cr collccted lronr lpre-197-l) Sorncrsct. exploiting the abturdiurt local quirries. Particularly notable
r\ere the Rhletic fissure tillings of Holw'ell (the studv of *hose nrarnrnals lnd otlter rnicrovertebrates he
pioncered) rurd the Upper Lias reptiles. Ilsh urd ceplnlopods of Ilurinster. Moore rvrote scientific papers
on local geolog_v- and lr.is finds. He was lrn active ureurber of the Ro1'al Literarl and Screntific Institution.
Bath. and the:uticle also covers the RLSI's der,elopnrent up to and after the tirne that the 'Moore Musetuu'
rvas added to its displavs. Hou'ever. parth'because ofthe rvhut is no\\'seen as bad curation. and partlv
because of plrtial dispersa.l before urd especialli, irfter Moore's death. rnarv of the specimens iue lost or itre
to be lorrnd in other uluscurns notabh the Somersct Couun' Muscum at Taunton. Tltere are appendices ort

the knoun dispersal o[thc Moore collcctious. and on thc Moore MSS archive rrt the Geological Societv of
London.

This plrper notes but does uot settle cout'licting evidcncc rcgurding Moore's date of birth and I ant
gratefi.rl to Hugh Torrcns lor drauing rnv itttention to his paper pror.'iding decisire documentuJ,evidence
fbr a drrte ol birth ol ll June I ll I -5. as n ell as baptisrn and parentage (Torrens I 978. .\ arr'.s/. (ieol . ('urat()rs
(rp l. +ti2-l).

(Nlike Tar lort

" Mrtry Anning, Thomos Hax,kins and Hugh Millcr, und the reulilies of being u provinciul Jbssil
collector". Tarlor. M.A. 2000 The Edinburgh Geologist Inragazine of the Edinburgh Geological Societr'1.

l+. l8-j"

Iv1an Aruring jrurior 1 i 799- I8l7) of Ll:ne Regis. Thornas Hau'kins ( l8 t0- 1889) of Glastonbury'. ard Huglr
Miller I1802-18-56) of Crornart-r'rvere rnajor fossil collectors of the earlv CI9 but rvere all on the fringes.
inteiiectuallr. socialll and geographicalll'. relatir,'e to the gentleuumly geologists of the rnetropolis. This
prlper (onglnalll delivered at the Aruring bicentenul'couference. L1'rne Regis. June I999) briefly assesses

the problerns and practicalities involved: social status. the advantages of being on the spot when collecting.
the costs iurd difficulties of publisiring one's olvn w'ork. the ol'er-collecting, destruction iurd closure of sites.

:urd a conclusion tlurt the collections retain their orvu imponance md the collectors their identiw in l sense

denred to the more fomurl scientists.
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Fossil coprolite cliggers at Brickhill. Buckinhgarnslrire lgn()s
Tlte follo*'irtg publicltions (illl bt Bernard o'coruror of E'enon. Bedfbrdshire). in\ estlgate the sociar andecononric ir,pact of the dilgi'es-in ,ruurerous parishes across the coprolite belt.

'The ShillinEon Fo^ssil Diggings' ( l99i). ( l99u). 'The Dinosatrs on cordrnrn.s Conrrno.-. ( l99g)'The Di,osaurs on Surdr i-er,ii . ircy;). .Ttre 
Dinosar,., 

";d;;r,qbourn Fen.. ,999).'The Dinosa'rs of Fen Dinon-. f t qq9l. :T,e 
Tnunpingron norrif-Oiggings,. ( 1999).'The Granrchesrcr Fossrl Diggings.. ,irrrl .The Ashireil nossii biggings.. (1999).'T,e \Vrraddo, Fossrr oigginls'ir rqy9l. lrr," Barringto, Foss,i'oiggings.. ( r999).The Harston FossilDiggings:. t tyyy). :T1,. 
co,on Fossil Diggings.. (1999).'T.e Barron Fossir Diggi.gi'- r lqy9l. 

"T,e Bunve, Foss, Diggings-. 1r999).'The onre'Fossir Diggir,sr'. rrvgvi.'nie uastingnera possfib'iggings.. (1e99).'rhe lvin,pore Fossir f ,gsrsr' r r eegr. :ihiM"iffi: ;;::i ;i!r,,rgs.. ( r eee).'The Honil'gsea Fossil Digg,-rg.t. t ry'isr. 'Trre Fossil Diggings on Qu' Fen.. ( 1999).'The Dinosaurs on Bottishiil r".r'.i ryqg). .The Swaffha,i:, r-.rr, Diggings.. (1999).These are pncecl at r-5 each 1+5{)p P&P) but a l0'7o discount on orders of 3 or more rnal,bepossible for HOGG ,terttb.ers'.and tr" pn..t'oiso*re of the older issues rnar be reduced. contaci BernardO'Connor r ia ,is *ebsite (unde-r constr,.,i",rj ,, ,,lnernbers.ilot..o,#qur.t202,?age 
1,,.Mention HOGG rvhen vou .ak",rrr,r'.tl".,
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